
July 2019: National Gallup Poll Americans Reject DC Statehood 64% oppose 

• 64% oppose, 29% favor making Washington, D.C., a separate state 
• Americans have typically been opposed 
• Democrats, liberals more likely to favor, but still below a majority 

Americans are much more likely to oppose (64%) than to favor (29%) making Washington, D.C., a 
separate state. These results are consistent with past polling on the topic by other firms, which also 
found majorities opposed to the idea. 

The latest results are based on a June 19-30, 2019, Gallup poll, conducted in advance of congressional 
hearings on a bill to make Washington, D.C., a state. Although the Constitution does afford Washington, 
D.C., electoral votes in presidential elections, the district does not have a voting member in the House or 
Senate. Moreover, Congress has the ability to review and to block any policies passed by the 
Washington, D.C., mayor and city council. 

No major subgroups of Americans voice support for D.C. statehood. However, support is higher among 
left-leaning political groups than right-leaning ones. Self-described liberals (40%) and Democrats (39%) 
are among the groups showing higher support. Republicans (15%) and conservatives (14%) are among 
the subgroups least supportive. Thirty percent of independents approve of making D.C. a separate state. 

Given Washington's strong Democratic leanings, making it the 51st state would almost certainly add one 
voting Democrat to the House and two to the Senate, and that likelihood may underpin Republicans' 
reluctance to make it a state. 

There were modest party differences in 1992, when 24% of Democrats and 16% of Republicans favored 
making Washington a state, according to the Yankelovich survey. 

Standard survey samples of 1,000 U.S. adults do not include enough interviews with D.C. residents to 
reliably measure their opinions on D.C. statehood. However, on a regional basis, support is highest in 
the East, which includes D.C. and the neighboring state of Maryland. Thirty-eight percent of Eastern 
residents endorse making D.C. a state, compared with no more than 28% in the other major U.S. 
regions. In addition to the East including D.C. and Maryland, those in the Eastern U.S. may be more 
familiar with the arguments for and against making D.C. a state than those living farther away from it. 

Source:  Gallup, 7-15-2019 

October 2019: 51% of Marylanders Support D.C. Statehood 

Fifty-one percent of respondents in the new poll from The Washington Post and the University of 
Maryland said they favor making D.C. a separate state compared to 40% who oppose the idea. Another 
9% of respondents said they have no opinion. 

The poll results, which come amid a renewed push by District leaders to add a 51st star to the U.S. flag, 
show D.C.’s neighbors are more open to the idea than most other Americans. The new poll was 
conducted over the phone between Oct. 9 and Oct. 14 from a random sample of 860 Maryland 
residents. The margin of error is plus or minus 4.5 percentage points. 



The most persuasive arguments for making D.C. a state, according to the poll: When respondents were 
told D.C. residents pay federal taxes, the percentage of respondents supporting statehood shot up to 
67% (with 27% still opposed). 

When respondents were told D.C. has more residents than Wyoming and Vermont, support for 
statehood increased to 58%, compared to 36% opposed. And, perhaps not surprisingly for a “blue 
state,” when respondents were told that making D.C. a state would mean Democrats would likely gain 
two additional seats in the U.S. Senate, approval increased to 58% with 37% opposed. 

Source:  WTOP, 10-21-2019 

June 2020: Hill-HarrisX poll: 52% Favor DC Statehood 

Fifty-two percent of respondents said they favored statehood for the District of Columbia, while 48 
percent said the nation's capital shouldn't become a state. The poll, released on Thursday, revealed 
some partisan divisions around the issue, with 58 percent of Democrats supporting statehood and 57 
percent of Republicans opposing it. The survey, released on Thursday, has a margin of error of plus or 
minus 3.18 percentage points. The Hill-HarrisX poll was conducted online among 951 registered voters 
June 22-23. 

Source:  The Hill, June 2020  

June 2020: YouGov Snap Poll 41% Opposed  

Despite strong support from the Democrat-led chamber, a YouGov snap poll indicates that registered 
voters are split on whether Washington, D.C should be granted separate statehood (40%) or remain a 
federal district (41%). Three in 10 registered voters that took part in the snap poll said they (30%) are 
strongly opposed to the idea, while a quarter (25%) are strongly in favor. 

Source: YouGov, 6-26-2020 

A new poll shows that support for DC statehood has increased nationwide, according to Data for 
Progress and YouGov Blue. Out of a sample of 1,025 voters, the report found that 43 percent support 
statehood, up from 35 percent in 2019. The biggest change? Democrats. 

When Data for Progress and YouGov Blue initially polled voters on statehood in January 2019, the survey 
asked: “Would you support or oppose granting statehood, including full representation in Congress, to 
Washington, DC, currently a Federal District?” Democratic support came in at 47 percent, with 43 
percent saying they were either neutral or undecided. 

 

In the follow-up poll released on Tuesday, Democrats accounted for the most significant increase across 
the board, with now approximately 69 percent saying they would support DC statehood efforts. These 
numbers reflect the potential for DC statehood to become more of a core issue on the Democratic 
platform, especially after the presidential primary race in which every single Democratic candidate 
expressed support for statehood. 

 



Despite DC’s very public attempts to revisit statehood, it has not received much support outside of the 
region. “Americans have consistently opposed D.C. statehood in polling over the past three decades,” 
wrote Gallup senior editor Jeffrey Jones last year. In his research published in July 2019, Jones found 
that 64 percent of Americans rejected DC statehood. Reasoning might not solely have to do with 
bipartisanship, either: Jones has also suggested that antipathy toward the federal government might 
affect how Americans view statehood as well. 

Source:  Washingtonian, 9-9-2020  

 Sept. 2020: 43% Support DC Statehood  

In our initial polling (which came out of the field way back in January, 2019) We found that about 35 
percent of voters supported DC statehood. In polling that finished fielding September 1, 2020, we found 
that about 43 percent of voters now favor DC statehood, with just 34 percent opposed. That increase 
was driven by substantial movement among Democrats, and marginal movement among political 
Independents. 

In our initial data, about 47 percent of Democrats and 27 percent of Independents supported DC 
statehood (net positive levels of support overall, accounting for those who were unsure). Now, about 69 
percent of Democrats and about 30 percent of Independents support DC statehood. Support for DC 
statehood fell slightly among Republicans, but was pretty negligible to begin with. 

 

 

Source: 9-8-2020, Data for Progress   



Jan. 2021: Fortune-Survey Monkey Survey 49% Support DC Statehood  

In a Fortune–SurveyMonkey online poll of U.S. adults conducted earlier this week, 49% of respondents 
said they supported D.C. statehood, with 25% saying the Capitol riots made them more likely to support 
the cause. Among Democrats, the percentage of support was 73%, while just 27% of Republicans felt the 
same. 

Of Democrats, 42% of respondents characterized their support for statehood as "strong," compared to 
8% of Republicans. 

The issue overall could be described as evenly split, as 45% of all respondents still oppose D.C. 
statehood, with 20% saying the Capitol riots made them less likely to support the cause. 

 

The Fortune–SurveyMonkey poll was conducted among a national sample of 2,554 adults in the U.S. The 
modeled error estimate for the survey is plus or minus 3.0 percentage points. 

 

Source:  Fortune, 1-16-2021 

Jan. 2021: Survey Monkey 49% Support DC Statehood  

D.C. Statehood Support is Split Nearly evenly for Americans. 

• 49% support and 45% oppose.  
• 73% of Democrats support it while just 27% of Republicans feel the same.  
• 42% of Democrats have strong support for statehood compared to 8% of Republicans. 
• 25% say they are more likely, 20% less likely to support D.C. statehood in light of last week’s 

events at the Capitol. 

SURVEY DATES: 1/11/2021–1/12/2021  SAMPLE SIZE: 2,554 

Source: Survey Monkey, Jan 2021  


